CHAPTER II
EARLY EXPERIMENTS AND PROJECTS
EVERY age has had its flying aspirants who, until the Wright Brothers, Farman, Ader, and others succeeded, were objects of ridicule and compassion. Of the earlier experiments no reliable record remains, and doubtless in pre-newspaper times they were known only locally.
It is said that a Saracen attempted to fly round the hippodrome at Constantinople in the presence of the Emperor Comnenus. This experimenter, it appears, had on a voluminous white robe stiffened with rods. He jumped off a tower and for a moment hovered; then gravitation got the best of it, and he fell, sustaining grave injuries from which he died.
"In the reign of the Emperor Nero, Simon the Magician declared he would mount up into the air. And the story goes that he fulfilled his promise, with the aid of the powers of darkness, until, at the prayer of St. Paul, the demons released their hold and dropped Simon to earth.
It is difficult to believe that an English monk in the reign of the Confessor flew, as is related, from the top of a tower for the distance of a furlong by the aid of wings.
Many were the attempts to construct wings, until Borelli, in 1670, demonstrated that, for physiological reasons, it was hopeless for man to attempt to fly, because he lacked the great muscular power in the breast allied with wonderful lightness of bones which birds possess. For a long time this declaration hindered further development, scientists taking it for granted that the bird
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